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UNPRECEDENTED
OPERATIONAL
IMPACTS

programs, leading to increased scrutiny on zoning and
permitting of manufacturing facilities. Working with potentially
impacted members, NAPA submitted a strongly written letter
to regulatory agencies, questioning their legal authority to
implement more restrictive operating conditions based on
abstract EJ principles rather than objective, consistent criteria.
Behind the scenes, NAPA is working directly with the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency to illustrate that asphalt mix
plant emissions are low and well controlled, while providing
informed, data-driven perspectives on permitting small
operations like mix plants.

“Until additional legal authority and clarity is created to address EJ concerns, state and
federal agencies should rely on existing programs to ensure safe facility emissions,
rather than on uncertain, ad-hoc policy.”

£

Environmental justice (EJ) is the fair treatment and meaningful
involvement of all people regardless of race, color, national
origin, or income, with respect to the development,
implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws,
regulations, and policies. (U.S, EPA)
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NAPA challenged two separate late-2020 university
research studies that implied adverse impacts associated

CHALLENGING with air and water emissions from asphalt pavements. Our
QUESTIONABLE multi-association coalition completed a preliminary analysis
STUDY FINDINGS in late 2021 questioning many of the assumptions used in
ON EMISSIONS those university studies. Through informal dialogue with

one university, we demonstrated that their published
findings were an artifact of coal tar sealants — not asphalt.

MEDIA HIGHLIGHT

RAP

Articles in Asphalt Payement

magazine and Science of The Tota/
Environment reinforced the safety and

inertness of leachate from recycled
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