The Asphalt Pavement Industry
Fast Facts
The Association
•

The National Asphalt Pavement Association (NAPA) exclusively represents the interests of the asphalt
pavement industry, including producers and contractors, on the national level with Congress,
government agencies, and other national trade and business organizations.

•

The Association, which counts more than 1,200 companies as its members, was founded 65 years ago
in 1955.

•

NAPA works to advocate, advance, and support the asphalt pavement industry.

•

NAPA maintains an active research program designed to address environmental issues and to improve
the performance and quality of asphalt pavements and paving techniques used in the construction of
roads, streets, highways, parking lots, airports, and environmental and recreational facilities.

Asphalt Pavement
•

Asphalt pavement material is a combination of approximately 95 percent aggregate (stone, sand, or
gravel) bound together by approximately 5 percent asphalt binder.

•

Asphalt pavement material is produced at a manufacturing facility known as an asphalt plant, where
the aggregates and asphalt binder are heated, mixed according to precise engineering formulas, and
loaded into trucks for transport to the paving site.

•

The asphalt pavement industry has a record of using sustainable and environmentally friendly practices
in the manufacture and paving of asphalt pavements.

Scope and Scale of the Asphalt Pavement Industry
•

The asphalt pavement industry workforce, estimated to be almost 150,000 men and women strong, is
part of a larger transportation construction industry that employs 410,000 people including asphalt
plant managers, administrators, road crews, researchers, engineers, and support personnel, all of
whom play critical roles in building and maintaining the roads Americans rely upon every day.

•

The U.S. has about 3,600 asphalt production sites 1 and produced about 420 million tons of asphalt
mixture in 2019.

•

Of the 2.8 million miles of paved roads in the U.S., about 94 percent are surfaced with asphalt. 2

•

Approximately 80 percent of the nearly 3,330 runways in the FAA’s national airport system are surfaced
with asphalt pavement.3
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The Asphalt Pavement Market
•

Publicly funded highway programs make up about 65 percent of the asphalt pavement market, with
residential and non-residential construction making up the remaining 35 percent.

•

Over five years ago, in 2014, total spending on highway improvements such as new construction,
reconstruction, resurfacing, and rehabilitation by all levels of government was $105 billion. The federal
share was 43 percent. 4

•

Approximately $4 billion per year from Airport Improvement Program grants and passenger facility
charges is spent on airfield runways, taxiways, and aprons. 5

•

The U.S. Council of Economic Advisers has calculated that $1 billion of transportation-infrastructure
investment supports 13,000 jobs for a year. 6

•

Beyond the numbers, infrastructure is critical to the health and well-being of the country. The United
States’ economy could not function without an interconnected and well-maintained infrastructure
network of roads, bridges, and airports.

Environmentally Friendly & Sustainable 7
•

The use of recycled materials, primarily reclaimed asphalt pavement (RAP) and reclaimed asphalt
shingles (RAS), in asphalt pavements reduces the amount of raw materials required to produce asphalt
mixes and materials going to landfills. In fact, asphalt pavements are recycled into new roadways
surfaces at the highest rate, over 90%, of any material.

•

In 2019, 97 million tons of RAP and 1 million tons of RAS were collected for re-use, saving nearly 60
million cubic yards of landfill space.

•

In 2019, 90 million tons of recycled materials were used in asphalt pavement, saving more than $3.3
billion compared to the use of virgin materials.

•

An additional 5.5 million tons of RAP and RAS were used as aggregate in cold-mix asphalt and other
road-building activities.

•

The use of warm-mix asphalt allows the producers of asphalt mixtures to lower temperatures at which
the material is mixed and placed on the road.

•

Overall, warm-mix asphalt provides substantial sustainability benefits similar to or, in some cases,
better than conventional hot-mix asphalt. Sustainability benefits include lower energy use, reduced
emissions, and potential for increased reclaimed asphalt pavement usage.

•

In 2019, total warm-mix asphalt tonnage increased to over 164 million tons, or 38 percent of all asphalt
pavement produced in the United States.
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