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BMD Task Force Membership 



Discussion Items 

 Research Problem Statement (RPS) Submitted to AASHTO 
 Balanced Mix Design Tech Brief  
 NCHRP 20-07 Task 406 Project  Development of a Framework for 

Balanced Asphalt Mixture Design and Gap Analysis  
 Other BMD Activities of Interest  
 Future 

 



• Tech Brief document w/ FHWA, 
but yet to be published. 

• Submitted October 2016  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Balanced Mix Design Technical Brief  



• RPS prepared by the BMD TF in June 2016  
• Submitted to AASHTO SOM 
• BMD statement was the only RPS in the area 

of asphalt mixtures or binder.  
• Ranked very high, BUT…not advanced 

forward  
• Time / Funding too great provided as 

reasons 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Balanced Mix Design NCHRP Research Problem Statement (RPS) 



• Project was submitted after the larger NCHRP project 
was not advanced forward by the SOM  

• Time/Funding: 1 yr. / $100K  
• Objective: Develop a framework that addresses 

alternate approaches to devise and implement 
balanced mix design procedures incorporating 
performance testing and criteria. The framework shall 
be presented in the format of an AASHTO 
recommended practice and shall encompass a wide 
variety of testing procedures and criteria.  

• Status: Three proposals were received on the project 
with all proposals being very high quality.  A research 
contractor has been selected with the contract 
documents currently being finalized.  

 
 

 
 
 

 

NCHRP 20-07 Task 406 Project  Development of a Framework for 
Balanced Asphalt Mixture Design and Gap Analysis  



Other BMD Related Activities of Interest 

 High level of  interest from state DOTs/industry regarding BMD.   
 MSB: Presentations in Colorado, Florida, Michigan, Montana, Oregon, South Carolina, and 

Vermont to give an overview of BMD and highlight the Task Force efforts.  
 Regional Pooled Fund Study (Mid Atlantic/Northeast states) on Performance Related 

Specifications.  Tom Bennert and Frank Fee are leading this effort.  
 Initial Balanced Mix Design training course was conducted by NCAT with others scheduled 

throughout 2017.  
 NAPA will be holding a “Paving for Performance – Designed to Perform” conference in Atlanta 

on October 11 – 13. Include sessions on balanced mix design and performance specifications.  
 Performance / Balanced Mixture Design: Implementation Efforts and Success Stories 

TRB workshop session (AFK30/AFK50) proposed (awaiting decision). 
 Significant state funded research on BMD related activities. 

 
 



BMD Research In Progress - California 



BMD Research In Progress - Idaho 



BMD Research In Progress - Indiana 



BMD Research In Progress - Minnesota 



BMD Research In Progress - Texas 



BMD Research In Progress - Wisconsin 



• Effective Communication 
• Highlight the benefit of BMD concepts 
• Monitor research in progress / disseminate information 
 

• Field Acceptance 
• Better understanding of acceptance protocols within a BMD approach 
 

• Other thoughts…? 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Future BMD Task Force Activities 



Thank You! 

http://www.pennyauctionwatch.com/ 
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